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I’m passionate for the potential of architecture 

to invoke a sense of belonging within people. 

Spaces that are able to move a person in such a 

way that one feels rooted in place and time. As 

if something within them belonged there, even 

when they had not been there before. 
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Before expressing my architectural ideas, models are a way to approach 
an intrinsic presence of the project site. A process of observing, not knowing, 

again and again, till finally it starts shimmering through. The model knows what to do.
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I like the intrinsic presence of 

a tree or a mountain, where 

one doesn't feel the need to 

consider whether that mountain 

should have been in a different 

position, of a different color, 

or whether the composition of 

branches on the tree should 

have grown differently. For they 

come with a presence as they 

are; they belong to the place, a 

certain honesty or self-evidence, 

rooted in that place and time.
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Dear reader, 
 
As an associate professor of the department of Architecture and Architecture Engineering 
of Kyoto University, I have got to know Fabian van der Leer. Van der Leer participated as a 
research student in my laboratory from September 2017 till March 2018. 
 
In this period, Van der Leer researched on the implicit in both the praxis and logos of the 
profession of architecture. Through a theoretical exploration, he studied on the work of 
Japanese philosopher Nishida Kitaro and his verbal approach to the implicit reality of 
absolute nothingness. In his research, Van der Leer explored Nishida’s philosophy in 
relation to the notions of Western architects on space. Besides this theoretical exploration, 
in a design project Van der Leer explored Japanese traditional construction methods, its 
crafts and use of materials, in which implicit and its immanent qualities were addressed 
and explored. Throughout both his design and his thesis, appears Van der Leer’s 
phenomenological approach; not aimed at the accumulation of knowledge and theories, 
that attempt to explain phenomena. Van der Leer’s work  focusses on phenomena per se, 
in search for essential characteristics of spatial experiences and different ways to 
communicate them. 
 
Throughout his research period at Kyoto University, Van der Leer appeared to me as a 
dedicated, talented and independent individual. Beside his care for the content itself, it is 
characteristic for Van der Leer to explore different visual, tangible and audible languages 
to explicate the results of his research. Along his research, Van der Leer has deepened his 
comprehension of our Japanese culture and of different positions of the implicit within.  
 
I regret his departure from Kyoto University and I would accept him anytime back in my 
laboratory. With the above mentioned, please allow me to leave you with my 
recommendation of Fabian van der Leer.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Takahiro TAJI

 
Associate Professor  
 
Taji Laboratory 
Department of Architecture and Architectural Engineering 
Kyoto University 
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